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especially in the extensors of the limbs, giving a curious stiff gait The 
poisoned cat walks on the tip of its toes, and in endeavoring to turn 
around is compelled to arch its back and draw its feet close together to 
prevent falling over. The back muscles are distinctly weak, so much 
so that when the animal is held up by placing the forefinger and thumb 
behind the ears it hangs down straight and can make no move to twist 
its body or claw the hand- When it jumps off a table it falls upon its 
belly, the extensor muscles being unequal to the strain. At first the 
loss of weight was progressive, but, after falling to a certain point, 
it remained constant, in some cases showing a tendency to rise later. 
The experiments were not pushed to a fatal termination, but the animals 
were killed. No blood examinations were made. 


Tra n smiss i on of Microorganisms through Berkefeld Filters.— Bullock 
and Craw {Ibid., 35) conclude their study of this point with the 
following findings: (1) Of two filters with porcelain nipples, one 
gave a non-sterile filtrate with London tap water immediately, and the 
other after three hours and forty minutes. These filters had been 
boiled for one hour but not autoclaved. (2) Of three with metal 
nipples, two gave immediate contamination with tap water, and the 
third after two hours and forty minutes. These filters also were new 
and had only been boiled for one hour. (3) Two dried Berkefeld 
filters, one with metal and one with porcelain nipples, on immersion 
of a portion of their walls in a water culture of Bacillus prodigiosus, 
allowed this organism to pass into the anterior of the filters. 


Antiplague Measures in San Francisco.— Blue {Ibid., 1) sums up the 
measures that have apparently proved satisfactoiy in the eradication 
of the plague at San Francisco as follows: (1) Attack upon the 
habitation and food supply of the rat; (2) destruction of rat burrows 
and nests; (3) prevention of access of rats to food by concreting stables, 
warehouses, markets, etc.; (4) exclusion of rats from houses by the 
use of concrete or other impervious material; (5) filling of rat burrows 
with strong solution of chloride of lime; (6) disinfection of all places 
in which either human or rodent cases have been detected. 


Notice to Contributors.—AU communications intended for insertion in 
the Original Department of this Journal are received only with the distinct 
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they are found desirable for this Journal, will be translated at its expense. 

A limited number of reprints in pamphlet form, if desired, will be furnished 
to authors, provided the request for them be written on the manuscript. 
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